March 26,2008 ZWATeam Meeting Minutes
2-3:30 pm  Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre

In Attendance:

Lynn Duffield, Chair; Randy Mehagan Vice-Chair; Janice Horgos, Admin/Community
Relations; Cathy Sawicki, Membership; Jim Bailey, Website; Lenore Buzzi, Ex Officio;
Bill Deadman, ExOfficio; Councillor Joe Virdiramo; Vanessa DeGiacomo, Advisor,
Landfill and Recycling; Bernie Edwards, Advisor, Facilities; Sarah Kerton, EarthWise
Co-ordinator; Mary Nucci, Advisor, Materials Management; Wim Smits, Advisor,
Ministry of the Environment; Patrick Fenlon, Pack Pros Plus; Jane Oldale, EcoSuperior;
Frank Ilczyszyn, Frank’s Alternate Energy; Jane Todd, Ontario Power Generation;
Michael Dorval, Confederation College; Brian Perigord and Karen Mehagan, Boreal
Solutions; Melody Allaire, Lakehead Unitarian Fellowship; Gaetan Ayotte and students
Stephanie Potter & Jessica Gauvin, ESC de La Verendrye; Brad Doff, Thunder Bay Tree
Stewardship Program; Roger Welyki, Beyond Borders; Tanya Shutte, St. Joseph’s Care
Group; Lynne Lessard, Recool; Doug Fraser, Sysco Food; Rebecca and John Crawford
Bell, AquaCare Thunder Bay

1. Welcome and Introductions

Lynn thanked hosts Cathy Sawicki and Randy Mehagan, followed by round table
introductions. John Stephenson sent his regrets as he was unable to give the LEED Waste
Indicator Presentation due to unexpected travel plans; he will give the Water Indicator
Presentation at the May 21 meeting and the Waste Indicator Presentation in the Fall.

Presentations

Cathy Sawicki, Cafeteria & Catering Supervisor, TB Regional Health Sciences Centre:
“Food Services’ Waste, Energy and Water Reduction Initiatives”

All systems in the department are assessed on an ongoing basis to reduce waste and
energy and water consumption. There has been a significant reduction in operating costs;
switching from plastic containers to saran wrap for sandwiches saved $2,000.00 annually.
Every effort is being made to encourage the use of refillable cups. The Hospital
Foundation sponsored 16 oz. coffee mugs for staff which the Cafeteria fills for the same
price as an 8oz. disposable cup. 245,000 milk cartons including 47,000 from the Cafeteria
were recycled last year. More than 1000 compact fluorescent lamps have been given out
through the Porch Light Program and 1000 pounds of cardboard are baled each day.
Cathy conducted a survey of 400 staff to determine their recycling habits at work and at
home. Staff recycle and turn off lights at home more often than at work. As a result of the
survey, recycling containers have been installed beside waste containers throughout the
facility and more than 50 people have signed up to form a Green Team. (Survey results
are attached to the minutes)



Wim Smits, Senior Environmental Officer, Ontario Ministry of the Environment Thunder
Bay Area Office

In 2006, the MOE conducted 260 province-wide inspections of the Industrial,
Commercial and Institutional Sectors to determine and assist with greater compliance
with Regulations 102 and 103 of Ontario’s 1994 3Rs Waste Regulations. Regulation 102
requires waste audits and waste reduction workplans; 103 adds requirements for source
separation. Inspections included construction/demolition projects, hotels, motels,
restaurants, “big box” stores and shopping malls and office buildings. The overall non-
compliance rate was 92.7 percent, although most were recycling to some extent. The
MOE has hired ten more inspectors who are taking a progressive compliance approach,
starting with voluntary compliance. Prescriptive fines will be issued if necessary. Some
recent large local demolition projects were found not to be in compliance with the 3Rs
Regulations. Abitibi Bowater will take wood from demolition/construction projects and a
variety of materials can be diverted through Habitat for Humanity. The ZWATeam and
Habitat for Humanity developed a Guide for Handling Construction/Demolition Waste a
few years ago outlining the 3Rs Regs as they apply to large construction/demolition
projects and materials accepted at the Restore. The City’s Building Dept. agreed to attach
a copy of the Guide to construction/demolition permits. Janice will update the Guide and
provide more copies for the City Building Dept. Wim provided copies of the 2007 IC&I
Sectors Inspection Sweep Report. (posted on Website www.zwat.org)

Brian Perigord, Boreal Solutions “Totally Degradable Plastic Bags and Chemical Free
Floor Cleaning”

Brian provided samples of a totally degradable plastic bag containing the additive D2W
which allows the bag to totally degrade within a determined time period. Stabilizers
work to ensure that a sufficiently long useful life is provided for each specific
application. D2W does not need a biologically active environment to start the degrading
process which will happen even if the plastic is left in the open air. Brian also provided
information about a Noble Tennant Floor Scrubber which uses 70% less water and does
not require chemicals for cleaning.

Lynn thanked the presenters for their excellent presentations.

2. Minutes
The %rc/tv 26 meeting minutes were approved as read.

3. Reports
Treasurer: Jhe ZW%M s account balance is 51,253. é5.

Membership: (Catlfy advised she will e-matf out the 2008/< og JZZmﬁerJ/ﬁ(’]a &new‘af Fnvoice in ;“7@:] The
2007/08 JZZmim@, List is attacked:


http://www.zwat.org/

Correspondence:

Thie Shefter Fouse Georporate Refay invited the LW A Team te participate in this year s 12 hour Relay for
Shelter on Saturday, f/lZZzy 31. %ny members interested in putting together a ZWFAT s TUp &/qy Tearm
are asked to contact Jmice. jmice will send out a notice encouraging members to support the event.

Thie Canadian Gancer Seciety invited the ZW AT ean te participate in the Fridiy, June 20 Refay for Life
at Fort William Historical Park at 7pm. lt;nice will send out a notice inviting members to participating in the
event.

A Jetter was received from Brad Doff, Co-ordinator of the Tree Stewardship Program thanking the
ZWATewn for sponsoring a boulevard tree. (Official tax receipt for $125.00 was enclosed)

T letter was received from R.aren Gopeland; Go-ordinater of this year's “Spring UWp to Clean Chp "event,
inviting the ZW A Team s participation. s it does each “year, the Z. WrATeam will celebrate Earth :ﬁt{}/ by
cleaning up the Neehing Floodivay as part of “Spring Up Jo Clean Up.” This year s event will be held en
Wednesday, Way 15 from 11am untif noen, followed by hunch at East Side Maric's. _Janice will notify

K aren and: register the event on the Tarth ﬁay Website. She will send out a notice to members with an

RSTF

Community/Media Relations Report:

) Thie ZW A oam sent a Jetter to MP Ko en Bostcoffespressing suppert for fiis Private Membeors
Mtion M-183, Canadian content Levels for Pubfic Transpeortation Projects. The fetter was printedin the
Chronicle_Journal and the Z W& oam received fetters of appreciation from the Chimber of Gommerce and
TPP Bitt Mawire.

£) Tie ZWATeam, Eco Superior and Litter Free Thunder Lay provided” Take an Ol Bag Shepping”
reusable bags for the “Spring Up to Clean Thp "team kits.

) Thie organizers of the Jﬁrnyon Beat Festival Fave requested the Z. WerATeam s assistance in holding « Litter
if}ee <g_ireen fvent

&) Janice and Cuthy developed a Feod Services Waste Handling Guide whick'is posted on the ZW St eam
Website www.zwat. org.

o) MG Efectric booked an information table at the Feb. 20 Ghamber of Commerce ‘Ffter Tive Event at
the Victoria Jnn. They invited the ZW € eam and Pack Pros Phus to share the table and the $75.00 cost was
split three ways. The Chamber is very supportive of the 2 WA Team participating in these monthly events; it is
a great way to get the Lero ‘Waste message cut to the husiness community. 2. WA Toam members whe are afse
Chiember Members and woud fike to book a table and share the beoth with ZW S Team are asked to contact
Jarice. The ZW ST eam will provide the display board:

Municipal Green Awards: Dawson gsr(yoertz'eo", the Mascara Gollision Gentre and the Thunder ﬁzf}/
Regional Hoalth Sciences Gentre were prosented with 200y Municipal Green Fwards at the Fob. 4 Gouncil
Meeting. Members are encouragedto apply for the 2008 Municipal Green Twards. Fpphications are
available at www.zwat.orq and must be submitted by JZZ] 2, 2008.

4. Business Arising


http://www.zwat.org/
http://www.zwat.org/

The Z- me, mtmegoortation and Works, FEarthWise and. fcocguferior met to t[eve/tgo a reporting

system and Jook at ways to tmprove communications and build on our Jucce&ffu/ shared initiatives. SN [parties
agreed’it would e [eneflcz’af to hold similar meetings three or ﬁur times a year.

f atrick ant[lanz’ce  gave a breakout session on Zoero Waste and the Z. Wmm at the ﬂoarchd 18/1 19
Green North fco-tonférence held at tonfézferation ‘Coffgje.

5. Committee Updates

EarthWise Thunder Bay: ﬁ:mlfers of the Farth'Wise <5teerz'7tjr Gosnmittee were invited to attend’a
Glimate %[afﬁaﬁon Mrk}/fof  presented by the Ontario Gentre  for Glimate ijmcts and %fafﬁaﬁon
&qurce&.lzmice attended on ﬁeﬁaﬁv of‘ the Z-W A Toam. 3(2791'&9 included " Gommunities and’ %nia(’]mf
ﬁﬁa&tructure, af;'nft W;ti(mJ, Torea‘t&/?f‘orwtr}/ and’ ?Z‘reat zakdeo“ Water cfmue&. The fnw'ronment Ganada
2007 Occasional gjafer 12 entitled “ﬂjfzmninj f«:vr %tmoga/fen’c %Zﬂr([:f and Disaster mzjmajement under
(C/fanjinj Glimate Gonditions " outfines the ?f‘j &% Process and z'tléntz'fle& region gyea’flc hazards
z'nférmatz’on ﬁr a c/fanjinj cfimate. ﬁvr more z'nﬁmatz'on contact cﬁon ﬂ;cjver at don.maciver@ec. gc.ca.

Multi-Residential Recycling Update: Vunessa amfiane Cfdate are meeting with owners and
superintendents of‘ apartment £uif(l;ﬂj& to provide education and assistance in setting up waste
reduction/diversion  programs. The ‘Czy subsidized the cost of ref}/cfinj baskets ﬁr - participants. ﬂz‘;mienf are
asked to contact Vunessa orlzme gf‘ t/ﬁey know ?f any .quaerz'ntem[entJ who mg’y/ft be interested in  participating in
the  program.

Litter Free Thunder Bay and Clean, Green and Beautiful Committee: Jke Gemmittee is
ﬁcua’nj its eyﬁ%rt& on gateways to the (ng}/ (ng}/ %ff will be unrlé{joz'nj ufjradé& which will include new
fancl:fcg]az'nj.

New Business:
Local Zoero %r@ Gertificate ﬂjrea‘entatz'on to ogomé'anﬁer was cléﬁrre([ untif next meeting.

Next Meeting: Carf goot[wz'n will fost the f}”ﬁezlheest[ajl, :7‘2‘%}/ 21 ﬁom 2~fpm at the ﬁare ﬂjoz'nt Water
y;'etrbment giftmt on Im@&/&vr@ ﬁrive. 7, here will be a tour and several Jare&entaﬁon& about water conservation

and. th[éé}/


mailto:don.maciver@ec.gc.ca

